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TO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA NIACT IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 156404 

NODIS 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR ONLY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, GT, UK, BH 

SUBJECT: BRITISH REINFORCEMENTS 

REE: GUATEMALA 4191 

1 . THE UK INFORMED US JULY 5 THAT THEY ARE PLANNING TO 
HAVE SIX HARRIER JETS ARRIVE IN BELIZE ON JULY 7. WE 

HAVE MADE AVAILABLE THE US BASE ON BERMUDA FOR REFUELING 
AND REST FOR THE CREWS JULY 6. 

2. MINISTER TED ROWLANDS PLANS TO INEORM MOLINA OF THE 
HARRIERS' ARRIVAL ON JULY 7, SHORTLY BEFORE THE TALKS 
END. THE BRITISH URGED US NOT TO REVEAL THIS INEOR- 
MATION TO THE GUATEMALANS IN ANY WAY. ROWLANDS IS 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 156404 

PREPARED EOR A VERY STRONG NEGATIVE REACTION EROM MOLINA 
AND THE GUATEMALANS. 

3. DURING OUR CONVERSATIONS JULY 5, MR. HABIB TOLD 
ROWLANDS OF OUR PREOCCUPATION ABOUT THE DECISION AND 
ITS POSSIBLE IMPACT ON THE NEGOTIATING ENVIRONMENT. 

ROWLANDS TOLD US THIS DECISION HAD BEEN MADE BY THE PRIME 
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MINISTER FOLLOWING A CABINET MEETING. IT WAS BASED ON 
AN ASSESSMENT OE GUATEMALA'S INCREASED MILITARY 

CAPABILITY. BRITISH WERE HOLDING EIRM TO THEIR RESOLVE 
TO SEND THE HARRIERS. THE DATES EOR THEIR ARRIVAL IN 
BERMUDA AND BELIZE ARE UNCHANGED. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING YOUR ASSESSMENT OE THE 
EEEECT THE BRITISH DECISION WILL HAVE, PARTICULARLY 
WITH REGARD TO ANY POSSIBLE GUATEMALAN MILITARY RESPONSE 
AND THEIR PERCEPTION OP THE U S. ROLE. 

VANCE 


SECRET 
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QUOTE SECRET STATE 156404 
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SUBJECT: BRITISH REINPORCEMENTS 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


REF: GUATEMALA 4191 

1 . THE UK INEORMED US JULY 5 THAT THEY ARE PLANNING TO 
HAVE SIX HARRIER JETS ARRIVE IN BELIZE ON JULY 7. WE 

HAVE MADE AVAILABLE THE US BASE ON BERMUDA EOR REEUELING 
AND REST EOR THE CREWS JULY 6. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 156404 

2. MINISTER TED ROWLANDS PLANS TO INFORM MOLINA OF THE 
HARRIERS’ ARRIVAL ON JULY 7, SHORTLY BEEORE THE TALKS 
END. THE BRITISH URGED US NOT TO REVEAL THIS INFOR- 
MATION TO THE GUATEMALANS IN ANY WAY. ROWLANDS IS 
PREPARED FOR A VERY STRONG NEGATIVE REACTION FROM MOLINA 
AND THE GUATEMALANS. 

3. DURING OUR CONVERSATIONS JULY 5, MR. HABIB TOLD 
ROWLANDS OE OUR PREOCCUPATION ABOUT THE DECISION AND 
ITS POSSIBLE IMPACT ON THE NEGOTIATING ENVIRONMENT. 
ROWLANDS TOLD US THIS DECISION HAD BEEN MADE BY THE PRIME 
MINISTER FOLLOWING A CABINET MEETING. IT WAS BASED ON 

AN ASSESSMENT OE GUATEMALA'S INCREASED MILITARY 

CAPABILITY. BRITISH WERE HOLDING EIRM TO THEIR RESOLVE 
TO SEND THE HARRIERS. THE DATES EOR THEIR ARRIVAL IN 
BERMUDA AND BELIZE ARE UNCHANGED. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING YOUR ASSESSMENT OE THE 
EEEECT THE BRITISH DECISION WILL HAVE, PARTICULARLY 

WITH REGARD TO ANY POSSIBLE GUATEMALAN MILITARY RESPONSE 
AND THEIR PERCEPTION OP THE U S. ROLE. 

VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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